NIGHT: Symbolization – Camp Identification
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Spring Term


Among the first victims of persecution in Nazi Germany were political opponents--primarily Communists, Social Democrats, and trade unionists. Jehovah's Witnesses refused to serve in the German army or take an oath of obedience to Adolf Hitler and consequently were also targeted. The Nazis harassed German male homosexuals, whose sexual orientation was considered a hindrance to the expansion of the German population. "Habitual" homosexuals were incarcerated in prisons; many were later remanded to concentration camps following the completion of their sentences. 

The Nazis persecuted those they considered to be racially inferior. Nazi racial ideology primarily vilified Jews, but also propagated hatred for Roma (Gypsies) and blacks. The Nazis viewed Jews as racial enemies and subjected them to arbitrary arrest, internment, and murder. Roma were also singled out on racial grounds for persecution. The Nazis viewed Poles and other Slavs as inferior, and slated them for subjugation, forced labor, and sometimes death. Jewish prisoners received the most brutal treatment in Nazi concentration camps. 

From 1938, Jews in the camps were identified by a yellow star sewn onto their prison uniforms, a perversion of the Jewish Star of David symbol. After 1939 and with some variation from camp to camp, the categories of prisoners were easily identified by a marking system combining a colored inverted triangle with lettering. The badges sewn onto prisoner uniforms enabled SS guards to identify the alleged grounds for incarceration. 

Criminals were marked with green inverted triangles, political prisoners with red, "asocials" (including Roma, nonconformists, vagrants, and other groups) with black or--in the case of Roma in some camps--brown triangles. Homosexuals were identified with pink triangles and Jehovah's Witnesses with purple ones. Non-German prisoners were identified by the first letter of the German name for their home country, which was sewn onto their badge. The two triangles forming the Jewish star badge would both be yellow unless the Jewish prisoner was included in one of the other prisoner categories. A Jewish political prisoner, for example, would be identified with a yellow triangle beneath a red triangle. 
Quick Reference Chart
	Group
	Symbol

	Jews
	Yellow Star of David

	Political Prisoners
	Red Triangle

	Asocials (pacifists, nonconformists, aristocrats, mentally ill, etc.)
	Black Triangle

	Gypsies and Roma
	Brown Triangle

	Homosexuals
	Pink Triangle

	Jehovah’s Witnesses
	Purple Triangle

	Criminals
	Green Triangle

	Multiple Group Affiliation
	Mixed Triangles (i.e. Yellow and Pink)


Nationality Markings
B:  Belgians
F: French
H: Dutch
I: Italians
N: Norwegians 

P: Poles

S: Spanish
T: Czechs
U: Hungarians
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Source
“Classification in Nazi Concentration Camps.”  United States Holocaust Memorial Museum.  7 Oct. 2008.  

16 Mar. 2009. <http://www.ushmm.org/wlc/article.php?ModuleId=10005378>.

